
AURA Observatory in Chile 
Light Pollution Initiatives 



Site Protection 
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Community impact is a  
critical component of strategy 
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Partnering with Community: 
The First Municipal Observatory 

Cerro 
Mamalluca, 
In Vicuña 
 
Now regularly 
OVERsubscribed 
with tourist 
demand 
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And the second, and third, 
and… 
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Partnering with Community: 
Growth of  Astro-tourism 

 
•  Hotels with 

telescopes and 
nightly tours of the 
sky 

•  Nighttime 
horseback rides 
with star guides 

•  Restaurants with 
brochures of 
nighttime activities 
in the valley 

•  Hotels with 
“dome” rooms, 
sleep comfortably 
under the stars AAS Jan 2017 



�  Path forward:  
�  enhance protection 

�  broaden impact  
�  reinforce community commitment & ownership 

�  Steps: 
�  Local impact: IDA Dark Sky Places 

�  National: National Monument/Nature Reserve 
�  International: World Heritage 
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Sanctuaries, Reserves, & 
World Heritage 

AAS Jan 2017 



AAS Jan 2017 8 



AAS Jan 2017 9 



“Lift up your face, child,  
and receive the stars.  
When you first look,  
they all pierce and freeze you, 
 And then the sky begins to sway 
like a cradle they’re rocking,  
and you give yourself up wholly 
to be carried away, away.” 
Gabriela Mistral, Carro del Cielo 

The AURA/IDA  
Gabriela Mistral 
International Dark Sky Sanctuary 
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“Echa atrás la cara, hijo 
y recibe las estrellas. 
A la primera mirada, 
todas te punzan y hielan, 
y después el cielo mece 
como cuna que balancean, 
y tú te das perdidamente 
como cosa que llevan y llevan....” 
Gabriela Mistral, Carro del Cielo 



Create Nucleus 
& Build Outward 
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http://darksky.org/idsp/ 


