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The Dark Sky Meter app supports the 
understanding of our dark-skies and their 
preservation for future generations a central theme of 
the IYL2015 Cosmic Light Programme.
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iPhone only? 











Performance: SQM vs DSM



Results •3 509 (active) users  
•17 100 measurements  

Connection with  
Globe at Night map



Reviews

"As explained in the graphics provided on the app’s download 
page, it’s it’s a two step process … calibrate the camera by doing 
a “dark” (covering the camera lens and making an exposure) and 
then measure the sky. The problem is that whatever criteria the 
program is using to estimate sky brightness is very flawed"

"The app gives inconsistent results telling me I'm either in the inner 
city or an urban area. Both results are way off and differ 
substantially from test to test. Too bad, this could have been 
useful"

Issue: using the app with full moon or under street lamps



What’s next? ver 2.0 

• User Interface improvement / better instructions  

• Campaign in September (During the 100 Hours of Light) 

• Sustainability – Funding to keep the app free (Updates  and 
backend data processing)  

• Analyse the data 

• Develop educational material  

• Relation between output & energy waste   



Other apps about light pollution  

Loss of Night



Other apps about light pollution  



Smartphone Science
iSPEX: measure aerosols with your smartphone

Keller, Snik, Russo, Hendriks, 2015 

www.ispex.nl/en/

http://www.ispex.nl/en/
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