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Some fraction of the systems currently labeled as classical novae (CNe) must actually be recurrent novae (RNe), wnh multlple thermonuclear nova erupnons ‘within
the last century, of which only one has been observed. We report on a detailed study of 236 cataloged CNe aimed at i those which have

indicating a recurrence timescale of less than a century or so. We introduce two new criteria that point to short recurrence times: high expansion velocities during
outburst, as measured by the full-width half-max of the Ha line, and the presence of high excitation lines such as He IT and [Fe X] in the outburst spectra. All of the
known recurrent novae have expansion velocities greater than 2000 km/s and He IT lines, and most have iron lines at or above [Fe X], while only a fraction of the
CNe display these ‘we use p! iblished criteria (e.g. location on Duerbeck’s amplitude/t, plot, indication of a red giant companion,
and outburst light curve shape, such as the plateaus noted by Hachls\l & Kato) to identify good RN candidates. Roughly 85 of the CNe have properties that point to a
fast recurrence timescale, and 15 of these have multiple properties indicating they are strong RN candidates.
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